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As mentioned above, the Mores of Jaoli
held the Ghautmatha of Sahyadri as part
of their jahagir, which had great strategical
advantages on account of its strong hill-forts
and difficult passes. Raja Balaji Chandra
Rao was an influential and powerful jaha-
girdar of the Bijapur kingdom, having an
army 10,000 strong in his service. Shivaji
first-made efforts to induce Chandra Rao
to join him in his national undertaking,
but he declined. From an old sanacl issued
to a learned Brahmin of Mahabaleshwar,
Gopal Bhat bin Shridhar Bhat, it appears
that Shivaji and his mother Jijabai visited
the sacred place of Mahabaleshwar in 1653,
and took spiritual advice from him. At
this time the country was under the rule
of Chandra Rao More ; and it was probable
that Shivaji might have gained correct
information of the situation and strength
of the principal places in the vicinity.
Chandra Rao had three beautiful daughters;
and it was the desire of Shivaji's mother
to unite the two families by a blood relation-
ship and cement the union for a noble
purpose. But Chandra Rao More did not
like the idea, as he thought his dignity,
rank and status far superior to those
of Shivaji. Chandra Rao vainly boasted
of the titles and honours, conferred on